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Laloifi  was going to a new school.
It was her fi rst day.
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Mum was excited.
Laloifi  was excited.
Even Pele, her dog, was excited.
He couldn’t stop barking
and running around.
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As they walked to school,
Mum talked to Laloifi 
about her name.
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“Laloifi , you have a beautiful name,”
said Mum. “But some of the children
may not be able to say it.
Some of them might even tease you.
I want you to be strong.
You can be proud of your beautiful name.”
“Yes, Mum,” said Laloifi ,
“I will be strong.”
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Laloifi ’s teacher was called Ms Clark.
She told everyone how to play a game. 
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Ms Clark said,
“I’m going to say ‘criss-cross candy fl oss’.
Then I’ll say my name and my favourite colour.
When it’s your turn,
I want you to say ‘criss-cross candy fl oss’
and say your name and your favourite colour.”
“Yes, Ms Clark,” said the children. 
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Ms Clark said, “Criss-cross candy floss.
My name is Ms Clark.
My favourite colour is yellow.”
Everyone took turns saying their names
and their favourite colours.
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At last, it was Laloifi’s turn.
She looked at everyone,
and then, in a proud voice, she said,
“Criss-cross candy floss. My name is Laloifi,
and my favourite colour is pink.”
“Tālofa, Laloifi,” said the children.
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Some of the children
didn’t say her name right,
so Ms Clark helped them.
Laloifi  helped, too. She felt proud.
Soon everyone knew how to say her name.
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Aft er school, the children said,
“Bye, Laloifi ! See you tomorrow.”
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That night at dinner,
everyone wanted to hear
about Laloifi ’s fi rst day
at her new school.
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She told everyone about Ms Clark
and criss-cross candy fl oss.
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She told them how the children
had learned to say her name.
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Mum was very pleased.
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Laloifi  was pleased, too.
She felt very proud
of her beautiful name.
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