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Tangi never needs to be alone – 
unless the clouds come.
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When Tangi goes out onto the reef
to look for turban snails,
his shadow has a swim.
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When Tangi goes into the shop
to get fresh bread,
his shadow goes, too.
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When Tangi plays marbles,
his shadow cheats!



6

Very early in the morning,
before it’s time to go to school,
Tangi has to feed the pigs.
His lazy shadow doesn’t help.
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Even late at night,
when all the family are asleep
under their mosquito nets,
Tangi’s shadow is still there.
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Tangi just sits up in the bright moonlight,
and his shadow comes.
“Let’s go to sleep now, Shadow,”
Tangi whispers,
and they pull the sheet
over their heads.
“See you in the morning.”
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